Technical Service Provider Orientation

May 12th and June 1st, 2005

Cost: $75:00
Environmental Management Solutions, LLC

10654 Justin Drive

Urbandale, IA  50322

515-278-8002

Contact Person:  Jenny Felt

Attendees:  Current and Prospective Technical Service Providers

                                        Agenda Topics

Day 1 – NRCS Overview of TSP Initiative

8:30
Registration, Coffee and Rolls
9:00
Opening Remarks
9:15
Introduction to the Technical Service Provider Initiative
· 2002 Farm Bill

· History of the TSP Initiative
· TSP Final Rule

· Private Sector vs. Public Sector TSPs

· Scope of Services by Public Sector Employees

· Landowner acquisition of technical services

· NRCS Conservation Programs – Overview

· Navigating the TechReg Website
10:15
BREAK
10:45
Introduction to the Technical Service Provider Initiative (Continued)
· TSP Registration and Certification Process 

· Categories and practices – Choosing which the right fit for your experience, education and training

· Licensing and certification requirements

· Completing criteria requirements – where is training offered?

· What is the TSP committing to when entering into a TSP agreement with NRCS? 
· NRCS Verification of TSP Applications

· Re-Certification Process

· Not-To-Exceed Rates

· Step by Step of Process after Client hires you

· Roles and Responsibilities - Landowner, TSP and NRCS 

· Sub-contracting and managing multiple TSPs
· Field Office Expectations of Design, Implementation and Checkout Procedures
12:00
LUNCH (Meal Provided)
Technical Service Provider Orientation

1:00
TSP Initiative - Administrative Processes
· Ethics
· Release of Information Form, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and Privacy Act

· NRCS Payment Process
· Quality Assurance Process

· Compliance with Applicable Laws and Regulations

· Warranty of Work Quality

· Legal Responsibilities, Liability and Indemnification
· Decertification Process

· Appeals and Mediation

2:30
BREAK
2:45
Technical Responsibilities of the Technical Service Provider 
· NRCS Standards and Specifications 

· Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)
· Overview

· eFOTG on the web

· Using eFOTG to meet NRCS technical expectations

· Standards of Work

· Nutrient Management Plans

· Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans

· National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Responsibilities
· Soils

· Cultural Resources

4:30
Questions and Open Discussion

5:00
ADJOURN




NRCS Essentials for Successfully Working as a TSP in Iowa











