 Training Opportunities for Technical Service Providers (TSPs)
(Participant sign-up sheet will be available at the Orientation Session)

· AFOPro, Phosphorus Index and Leaching Index

· 1-day training session

· Objective:  This training is for TSPs and others who would like to learn more about basic tools to aid them in NRCS Nutrient Management Standard and working with producers.

· Target Audience:  Agronomists working in the field with farmers
· Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning

· 4 ½-day training session

· Objective:  The course is designed to train consultants in the development of Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMPs).  The course will focus on the CNMP development process and course participants will learn how to put these processes into practice.  Course participants will receive training that is applicable in any state, as well as experience in developing a real plan during the course.
· Target Audience:  Consultants who plan to develop CNMPs as USDA-NRCS recognized TSPs, Certified Crop Advisors working with animal manure nutrient management planning, professional Engineers involved in designing animal waste management systems; specialists providing nutrient management planning assistance; regulators involved in permitting of CAFOs or in the review of CNMPs
· Conservation Planning 
· 9-day training session

· Objective:  The course is two weeks in length and involves classroom and in-field instruction. Approximately 40 percent of the course is spent in the field learning basic technical skills needed for effective conservation planning.  The class culminates with an actual field exercise. The participant works with the land user to develop a conservation plan based on the land user’s objectives.  Initial class when anticipating holding a CNMP Training session.
· Target Audience:  TSPs working with producers/ranchers
· Conservation Security Program (CSP)

· ½-day training session 
· Objective:  Information/education/outreach and training to help producers understand requirements to be ready for a CSP sign-up in their watershed by having a conservation plan, implementing a plan and maintaining records to document their benchmark condition and to show compliance with an existing contract.  

· Target Audience:  Landowners, land users, farm managers, bankers, coop managers, farmers or others who influence farmers
· Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)

· ½-day training session 
· Objective:  The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) offers technical expertise in planning and designing conservation practices that protect our water and air, increase soil productivity, enables us to take proper care of our domestic animals, be considerate of wildlife, and sustain healthy grazing, crop, and forestland.  In some cases, cost-sharing assistance is available to implement conservation practices.  Hear how you can help producers uncover opportunities.  
· Target Audience:  TSPs, Certified Crop Advisors, Crop Consultants, or other engineers in the agricultural service industry
· Irrigation Water Management

· 1-day training session

· Objective:  This training is for TSPs and others who would like to learn more about basic soil properties important for irrigation, estimating crop water use and measuring rain, and using soil moisture measurement for irrigation scheduling and keeping records to support irrigation water management.

· Target Audience:  TSPs, Irrigators with NRCS Irrigation Water Management Contracts, NRCS personnel, Soil Conservation District personnel, anyone interested in better irrigation water management 
· Land Treatment – Tillage and Erosion Workshop

· 1-day training session

· Objective:  This training is for Technical Service Providers (TSPs) and interested others who would like to learn more about tillage and erosion in regard to Land Treatment.
· Target Audience:  TSPs, Certified Crop Advisors, Crop Consultants, or others in the agricultural service industry
· NRCS Staff Training

· ½ -day training session

· Objective:  Understanding field staff role in working with TSPs.
· Target Audience:  Target Field Office representatives
· Nutrient Management Planning 

· 1-day training session

· Objective:  This training satisfies the NRCS Nutrient Management part of Module 7 of the Nutrient and Pest Considerations in Conservation Planning. 

· Target Audience:  TSPs, Certified Crop Advisors, Crop Consultants, or others in the agricultural service industry

· Pest Management and WIN/PST
· 1-day training session
· Objective:  Nutrient and pest management is becoming increasingly important in Conservation Planning. To adequately address nutrient and pest management considerations, planners must become more familiar with the basic scientific processes important to nutrient and pest management, as well as important ecological interactions and site conditions as they relate to offsite environmental concerns. WIN-PST is a pesticide environmental risk screening tool that NRCS field office conservationists, extension agents, crop consultants, pesticide dealers and producers can use to evaluate the potential for pesticides to move with water and eroded soil/organic matter and affect non-target organisms. Folks now have access to an easy-to-use tool for considering environmental risk when making recommendations that were previously based only on efficacy and economics.  WIN-PST considers the impact of water table depth, irrigation, residue management and pesticide application area, method and rate class (Standard, Low, Ultralow). WIN-PST users can specify pesticides by product name or active ingredient.  
· Target Audience:  NRCS staff, certified crop advisors, crop consultants, and industry representatives
· Record Keeping System

· ½ -day training session
· Objective:  This system is a web based environmental record keeping system to track manure tests, soil tests, crop yields and application of manure and commercial fertilizer by field. Reports are generated to meet state and federal agency requirements.  This system will help you maintain records for environmental compliance, as well as, prepare producers for the Conservation Security Program.

· Target Audience:  Farmers, Producers, or others in the agricultural service industry
· RUSLE2

· 1-day training session

· Objective:  In this course, you will learn how to obtain a free copy of the RUSLE 2.0 program and the updates, where to find RUSLE 2.0 databases provided by government agencies, how to operate RUSLE for project design based on several specific class examples, also to determine the Soil Consistency Index and Soil Tillage Intensity Rating Values.
· Target Audience:  Those responsible for making soil-loss estimates, either in the design of erosion-control plans or in the review of such plans
· Technical Service Provider (TSP) Orientation Training

· 1-day training session

· Objective: Familiarize current and potential TSPs with NRCS standards, specifications and expectations for Technical Service Provider (TSP) work products as well as content of the TSP agreement.

· Target Audience:  Producers; Potential and current TSPs

· Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS)
· ½ -day training session

· Objective:  The Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS) is a process-based, daily time-step, computer model that predicts soil erosion via simulation of the fundamental processes controlling wind erosion.

· Target Audience:  Ideal for engineers, hydrologists, agronomists, surface mining reclamation planners, pipeline reclamation planners, urban land developers, landscape architects, and restoration ecologists
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